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Calligrapher Teaches City Students, Recreates National Treasure Documents

By Steve Simimaons

Prosbers lor the mew Nafomend
Hrecwne sequel show Micholas
Cage, worch i bamd, in from off
the ntle’s “Book of Secres.”

That document, "I"”F wikh
Mistore diares. miape and even
bats of papyrus, wene created by
calligraphy artist DedAnn Singh.
wins also leaches hr]:'_i1|1||||3_' anid
mtermediate calligraphy  classes

for the Bewerly Hills  Adul
Behasal.

While she loves her work
and  stodenix, she Dnds  the

“showhiz “work “fun and cre
ative. I like making things up and
Agng thaerm om the screen.

Singh ereated all the docu
ments used n close-ups Tor e
advenire [ilm, wcluding  the
missing 18 pages of John Wilkes
Bootl's diaries thal ['15_'|||'-.: hiziv
Iy in the plot line.

Singh susdied facsimiles of
Bootl's actual dismes “wo e ex
actly how he wrole. You Gan see
thaal a5 he gol e :|E_'1I:|I:|.'n| 1l
showed in bis |'|iIII|.|WTi|1I1F..I

She magde 100 COpes ol thee
main or “hera™ peges of the dany,
smee they gel bumed in the story,
and the scene requimed mamenms
takes from various amgles.
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O the Camaons TSSINE (e
of the chary, she pat Hreprooimg
o o s and “TF glue™ on the
cther, “That swde burned fast and
the other didn t, o the stambmn
covulil |||||| it ol of the fire”

li'|:-|'-|1 meeling, Christian
{':Lllu:i];_ll. wlin '|:-|:|}':- Joshn
Wilkes Hoaoth, ﬁ-lngh sl <l
guess when vou're Tamous 1|
sign all your auographs.”

The film s “Book of Secres”™
1% & dden document starlsd by
l'.'i-.u.l'rj;_l.' Washmgton and  een
only by successive presidents,
Singh studied samples of all the
Fm.:xi-.l.unln. I'|:||u|'-.-.-'ri||||5_- 1is |'-.:|1|i
cale e xlyh:x.

For Washimglon, she usd the
same vpe of pen he would have
usedd (she collects aniuguee wriling
1r|1|1|-.:r|1::||[x'l and wrom _|:.H|| mk,
aned For authenticity with ench
I:H'-.:xin.l.-.:nl._ ahie vsed meserals amd
toals they waould Bave wsed.

.l‘l.L'n'_'LIF\l.lllla_' 1§] f'i1|1gl1. Harry
Truman bisd the worst handwri
ing while Washington had the
bt wath "'».-.-ril1|1b: minsl ke cal
hgraghy.”

Her reproduction of a leier
from Qlueen Viclona was on rane
ambigue pager ol the perod
alsg part of Singh's collection.
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Secrels, Galligrapter Dednn Singh created Hluminated manu-
scripls, Egyplian hiercglyphics on papyrus, and even Gearge
Washinglon's map of Mount Vernon,

This leter oo, cnded up in the
[ire.

“But it was okay, because Ed
Harris was doing the burning,”
Singh said. “As Tar as I'm con-
cerned, he can burn anyihing he
wants 1.

Singh hersell has “always
liked hamdwriting. from when |
was little. | was always attracted
i better foems." Since then she
has studied the at and appoen-
ticed with master calligraphers.

She is president of the Los
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Anpeles Chapler of the Society of
Calligraphy. The group recently
hosted  Donald  Jackson, “The
Queen’s Seribe,” who crepted the
51, John's Bible, the first hand-
writien English Bible in the Lst
SO0 weenrs, Singh said

In her clesses, which resume
Jan. T ot the El Rodeo Elementary

Seoul s, H1II¥|‘I teaches “all
kinils ol I:H||I¥FH|I|1}'. ke bamid
mg amcl e ol xL'ri]:-Ir:. 1 hs
ey ol scopts amd calligrphy,
and even watercobor,” she smd.

Whether they want 1o do n
yvilaluons, '\.Iu-.l:.- e sl moere
lensely, or qust amprove  ther
I|.H|1|.I'|'.'r|[||'|];_._ “my shmdents pel re
ally good,” Singh sad, Ome s
now o county calligrapher whe
has willen & book om the t.ul:-jn:[.

“With calligraphy we get o
1o sy whal we wanl 10 say; 11's a
powerful ar.” smd Singh. “We
apeenad time with poeetey and e
ature, 1T you're poamng 1o speend the
lime  wnling u'-rnl.'lhing, VI
don't want 1o spuid 1 oWl SO
thing lrividous.”

With 3 vears esperience,
Singh says she can weach calligra
phy W anyone, “Yow qust have o
hawve |1:|[1|.'1|q_'|.'." Hlll¥fl aapd. vl
have all the patience thal anvone
meds, Ly sl Fave o bavwe ot low
themaelves.™

The ek, she savs, “15% hovw
wiosl foeld thee |1:|Frr|."

AWARDEES-Actresa Halle Berry (left) and actor Danial Day Lewis will
=ach recaive “Dessrl Palm” awards at tha Jan. & black-tie awards gala
churing the Palm Springs International Film Fastival

“houdioe”

scha]tFe and company

“gift baskets for any special occation”

“and more”
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